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How it all began 

 
Normally, an author thanks those alphatians of the literary business who have 

shown him the grace of publication in print. He submits to their ideas in terms of 

title, cover and typesetting - even if these are completely off the mark and, in the 

worst case, sabotage his many years of work. 

 

Not with me! 

 

My sincere thanks go to those 

helpful spirits who have assisted 

in the realization of museum 

exhibitions, scripts, films and this 

manuscript over the past decades. 

Some of their feedback is printed 

here, anonymously o f  course. 

 

Oh, yeah: 

 

Actually, it all started shortly after 

the fall of the Berlin Wall, when I 

wrote a script for the Zeiss 

Planetarium in Prenzlberg. 
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1997 
 

Four years of research at the Staatsbibliothek am Potsdamer Platz. Correspondence 

with archives and historians throughout Europe. Visits to museum archives, 

inquiries about image rights and the loan of valuable exhibits. Work on the 

exhibition catalogue in cooperation with top-class university professors at home 

and abroad. Intrigues of the official churches, which did not want to tolerate 

superstitious belief in the stars. 
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A museum director who stood 

by the project, praised me. A 

jealous wife who refused to 

acknowledge me. The director, 

a Lutheran pastor from 

Wittenberg, was fired for his 

loyalty. A scheming Catholic 

from the West took over. An 

astro-software update from 

Denmark required time-

consuming debugging. The 

publisher of m y  textbook 

went bankrupt. The ex, 240 

square meters in the best 

residential area and the 

children collected the saved 

printing cost subsidies. In court 

cases over the next few years, I 

would have to p r o t e c t  

t h e  three little ones from a 

married pederast. I moved into 

our farmhouse in Havelland. 

Despite everything, the 

scientific 

The exhibition catalogue is printed and the exhibition opens on time. A 

high price I have to pay for the exhibition and catalogue publication. The processes 

to protect my children from sexual abuse went on for decades. My eldest, totally 

shielded by her mother, paid with her life, dying of stomach cancer at 27. 
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1998 
 

A wild musician from the Berlin 

post-reunification artist scene 

moved into the Havelland 

house with me. 

I financed the printing of 

my reference book, which was 

published this year, through 

software compilations of 

astrological works by a Swiss 

writer friend. 

 

 
 

The director of the Friedrichstadtpalast took 

me behind the scenes of the big astro-revue 

"Sterne". I was allowed to set up my horoscope 

computer in the theatre foyer, and of course I 

got free tickets for the show. 

A great inspiration, especially the water 

ballet for the sign of the zodiac Pisces in the 

huge basin, raised with the elevating stage, in 

which the dancers move like mermaids. In the 

novel, I have transposed these scenes to the 

Semper Opera House of the turn of the year 

2019/2020. The esteemed readers now know 

that there is a real model for the scene. 



THE ASTROLOGE 

History of the novel - 1998 - Page 6 From 70  

The publisher Clemens Zerling provided me with an editor for my own technical 

book. I created the artwork for the typesetting myself, scraped together the money 

for the printer and was there when the cover colours were mixed. 
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My girlfriend at the time, a dancer, left the Havellandhaus in a hurry after going to 

press. Instead, a new museum exhibition was announced. 
 

 

 

At the opening of the exhibition a strange oddball appeared, at home in the Munich 

artist scene, marked by a very heavy astromacke. At 
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flea he put in my ear, I suffered for a solid month. Then I set off for the Henry 

Nannen Screenwriting School in Berlin. 

 

A script laid out as a 

costume drama is not 

going to be bought by 

a producer, they said. 

 

My exposé 

'Sternenzauber' has 

only slight historical 

references, and is set 

up as a modern 

esoteric political 

thriller. 

 

By the way: 

 

I am eternally grateful 

to Tommy for his kicks 

at the exhibition 

opening. 

 

Without him, the 

feature film would 

probably never have 

been made! 
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1999 
 

At the turn of the millennium, astrology and the like were booming, both in 

literature and in film. In addition, the introduction of the euro marked a political 

turning point. Ideal conditions for an astrological conspiracy film about the euro, 

but no interest on the part of Filmboard and film schools to translate my exposé 

into a screenplay and produce it. 

 

 

I sold the Havellandhaus (with the largest vertical sundial in the state of 

Brandenburg, which my eldest daughter Heide-Leocardia points to so proudly 

here), moved back to Berlin, attended the Wolfgang-Pfeiffer-Dreh- buchschule for 

nine months. 
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The second version of 'Sternenzauber' was free of historical ballast. A conspiracy 

story about the Euro in modern Berlin. The protagonists are Chiron, a Prenzlberg 

dropout, and Lilith, an office worker at the Ministry of Economics, which moved to 

the new capital. The model in layout and design was the legendary screenwriter 

Wolfgang Kohlhase with his cult film 'Solo Sunny'. 

I had a hard time with the antagonists. I want to make a thriller without the 

usual murders. Where's the suspense gonna come from? Astrology is a bone-dry 

profession that relies more on emotion than action. Besides, how do you find a 

producer in our country when all films are co-financed by the state? 

censored by the 

bureaucrats of the 

film licensing boards? 

In order to be 

prepared for an 

independent 

p r o d u c t i o n  if 

necessary, I went 

back into the world 

of cinema, as I had 

done two decades 

before, working part-

time as a film 

journalist, com- 

parse, and small actor. 

 

And for a third major museum exhibition, I won the large sculpture gallery at 

Charlottenburg Palace. This time it was about the history of astronomy in ancient 

Babylon, Greece and ancient Rome. 
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2000 
 

During this time I got to know the brilliant painter 

Lorenzo Gori while playing free jazz at night in 

Prenzlberg cellars - I'm a really lousy clarinet 

player. His drawings for my planetary path project 

in Potsdam, which never came to f r u i t i o n ,  

h a v e  accompanied me ever since, but were only 

used in the novel two decades later. 
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Further script versions, 

which I gave to producers all 

over Germany with the help 

of musical friends, were 

ultimately unsuccessful. The 

Filmboard Berlin-

Brandenburg offered me a 

free script editing service. I 

refused, I didn't want my 

script to be smoothed out to 

make it suitable for TV. I had 

to forget the fairy tale that a 

freelance scriptwriter with a 

good script can land a job 

with the public or private 

broadcasters. And all the 

things that the censors of the 

film companies ultimately 

censored in film productions 

are a disgrace on the screen, 

internationally usually 

meaningless. 

I certainly didn't want to produce a sectarian new age machination. The 

I deliberately kept the plot vague in terms of belief in the stars, I didn't want a 

niche production. Working on a German-Austrian TV production about astrology 

and Christianity that year had shown me that the broadcasters were not interested 

in astrology. 
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only finance what is ultimately well-behaved and church-going. I wanted an 

American-style thriller, quirky and ironic. 

 

There were the first film festivals that allowed digital productions. It was a great 

opportunity for independent productions with a small budget. I got involved in the 

Berlin off-film scene, built up contacts. And through a quirky astro-fan who visited 

my exhibition in the Faust Museum, I met actors from Munich and Frankfurt am 

Main who liked my project, supported me with the script, and showed willingness 

for a low-budget shoot. 

British script agent seminar in Berlin. I pitched my treatment. He understood 

the story, saw the potential. I went to London for a visit. He encouraged me to 

make the film myself if necessary. 

 

 

2001 
 

From now on, continue in the present tense, because it's getting exciting: 

In search of the Lilith archetype in the script, I go to an astro-drama camp in 

Greece. In Thassos on the Odysseus beach a Si- rene from Vienna breaks my heart. 

At the Great Eclipse Conference of the 

Astrological Association of Great Britain I learn more 

about the Black Moon, a Welsh film-maker 

appreciates my film project. 

An astroenergetician, born in Görlitz, raised in 

Berlin, son of a ballet teacher, invites me to Ireland, to 

his Buddhist retreat. 
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MDR invites me to a dress rehearsal of the Saxon Planetary Ballet at the Theater 

Dessau. Through an East Berlin ballet dancer who attended m y  secret astrology 

course in the 1980s, I made contact with a choreographer who was working on a 

new production of the Saxon Planetary Ballet in Dresden. 

A Viennese actress with a love for the stars assists me when I organize an 

astrodrama seminar in a Berlin tantra school. As a result, my first independent 

short film is made, an absolute no-budget production - with a really enthusiastic 

team. 

I still work as a physiotherapist on the side, exclusively with private clients. A 

fall on the wrist meniscus is the end and the beginning at the same time. Months of 

hospital examinations. Then the employers' liability insurance association pays for 

a very expensive retraining course to become a sound and video editor. 

Still looking for producers for a script, also with as- trologists in Munich and 

Cologne who work in television. I'm hesitant to take the project off the air... 

...to produce it 

yourself. Oh- 

ne contact 

to media 

busi- ness, 

there are very 

few 

opportunities 

for profitable

 

 opport

unities for 

profitable 

marketing. 
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2002 
 

Fourth draft of the script. Written from Lilith's perspective. The bullying theme is 

in the foreground, dissolving into casual hilarity by the end. The as- trology is more 

incidental. Many people support me in the script development, and even more 

urge me to finally make the film myself. 

A first draft of a novel based on the screenplay. A test reader in Leipzig 

inspires me to the ultima ratio: Should I blow all my money on the film production, 

I will move as an impoverished writer to East Germany, where it would be good to 

live. 
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The digital film school in Berlin is getting off to a good start. I'm almost the only 

one there who s e r i o u s l y  makes his own films. Most of the students are 

unmotivated and use the school computer network for first-person shooter games. 

With film geeks from out of town, I'm finishing my Yogini short. P r e -

p r o d u c e  at an off-screen cinema. People love it. Cult status. First prize in 

Finnish festival, the Blue Herring Award. 

 

The digital film school is pissed 

because I put up the film poster. 

Jealousy from the instructor. I 

have to l e a v e ,  but I'm 

allowed to transfer to the 

Austrian branch. 

On the way through, a 

stopover in Dresden. Talk with 

Rolf Hoppe, to whom I offer the 

role of Undersecretary of State 

in Sternenzauber. In the end, 

nothing comes of it. But he is 

enthusiastic about my bringing 

art and astrology together and is 

the patron of the Saxon Court 

Theatre. There, the planetary 

plays that were first performed 

in Saxony three hundred years 

ago are reenacted in historical 

costumes.  The Museum of 

Prints and Drawings 
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exhibits the magnificent illustrated books that Augustus the Strong had made, 

along with incredibly splendid planetary god costumes and pageants. 

In Vienna, the Thassos siren threw me out. A starry-eyed lady granted 

emergency asylum. For positive vibes she spent nights making a star magic collage. 

The local film school fired me after two months. I went on to the Vienna Film 

Festival. The star guest was an East German director. The only premise of his 

improvised ensemble film was a radio astrologer in Frankfurt/Oder, he told me. I 

had told the good man that I was the first post-reunification astrologer there and 

offered him my script. High time to start my own film. 

Back in Berlin, I secured a spot at a new digital film school. Yahoo International 

booked me as a medieval astrologer. A gothic event where a very tipsy lady asked 

me if I could read her horoscope. The lady administered the former GDR post 

office. With this location the shooting could begin. 

 

 

2003 
 

The shoot dragged on for over a year, was probably the best time of my life. I 

almost had a heart attack. We shot in Berlin, Frankfurt and Munich, mostly 'hit't 

run' without permission, had a yacht with which we shot on the Spree in front of 

the Reichstag in the security sector, which is absolutely impossible nowadays, an 

astrological men's wristwatch costing tens of thousands of euros, a brand new 

luxury car, a diplomatic hotel suite, a pottery shop and a flea market, where 

without barriers, permission, paid extras or anything else, all the zodiac pottery 

cups were smashed in front of hidden cameras. We could have even filmed on a 

plane for free. 
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Plus lots of 

actors. Actors, 

including very good 

ones, who work on a 

temporary basis, lots 

of camera people, 

photographers, 

poster 

d e s i g n e r s , 

lighting technicians, 

set helpers, caterers, 

  make-up 

artists,   sound 

engineers, film 

musicians with their 

own new 

compositions, 

technical support, 

ingenious 

production 

assistants... 

 love affair, a 

standard feature on 

good shoots - in 

Berlin anyway. 

Again and again 

the script had to be 

adjusted. Locations 

were omitted. 
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Others opened up. Actors 

who had several days of 

shooting behind them 

were given lucrative 

theatre engagements and 

were no longer available. 

Their roles are rewritten, 

new ones invented, for 

example the 'twin sister', 

a real asset. 

With a huge drain on 

our energy and money, 

the shooting ended. We 

parted ways. We 

remained friends. It was a 

nice time, even if the film 

would never b e  

financially successful - I 

sensed that at the time. At 

least I was able to pay 

some actors well later for 

film syn- chron work in 

Görlitz. 



THE ASTROLOGE 

History of the novel - 2004 - Page 20 of 69  

2004 
 

It will because the story hangs and the script needs to be touched up. The 

professional editor who was supposed to cut the film falls out of the window of his 

video school and lies in his grave. Two other editors capitulate. The sound is noisy 

and needs to be dubbed. Actually, I only wanted to write the script. Then I was 

forced to p l a y  producer and director. Now it's up to me to do the sound and 

picture editing. 

Berlin is poor, but sexy. If you want to get a paying job in film, you have to 

bring a list of solvent customer contacts as a bride gift. I don't have that. I don't 

have any more money. I'll sell my piano. Then the car. 

I moved to the easternmost city in Germany, stabilized myself financially, 

translated American scripts into Russian fairy tale films, and dubbed them with 

amateur actors from the Apollo Youth Theater. In a place called Görlitz, which was 

completely unknown to me until then, I was looking for a video editor. 

Years earlier, a Potsdam 

astronomer had written about it in 

my historical exhibition catalogue. 

City of the s u n d i a l s , famous 

Arachne at the Ratsapotheke. The 

most famous mayor was an 

astrologer n a m e d  Scultetus. It 

was also known that the most 

famous astrologer in Germany 

lived in Görlitz. Her film 'In den 

Sternen steht's geschrieben' 

conquered the cinema screens in 

1926. 
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2005 
 

Second novel version 'The Twelve Stars Project'. Another attempt to develop a 

novel from the current screenplay version. I concentrated on Chiron, the main male 

character, portraying him as a dreamer with almost mediumistic abilities. Since I 

was still preoccupied with the post-production of the film, this version was more of 

a chore. A non-fiction writer in Munich read against it. My style was very 

emotional. But it didn't inspire, didn't carry away. It turned out that I couldn't write 

an interesting book directly from the film. 

The film: There were six more versions of the script that year, which were 

created at the editing table. One of my film musicians, formerly in a legendary East 

German band, was involved in filming as a child in Görlitz. His mother worked at 

the DEFA feature film production. He had an incredible sense for tension, scenes 

and cuts. For the dubbing I used my old actors. I gave them engagements for fairy 

tale film dubbing through the Görlitz company, and once they were there, they also 

spoke their own film texts into the microphone again. 

There was still the English script version. One night I was thinking about 

foreign language dubbing. The next day I saw this English guy in the pub in 

Zgorzelec. A street singer. I spoke to him. He said, "Why not? As a native speaker, 

he polished the lyrics, organi- 

sated other speakers, including Poles. The 

word got around in Zgorzelec. A Polish script 

translation followed. And a lot of contacts 

with great people on the other side of the 

river, who translated texts - and became 

friends. 
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2006 

 
My penchant for astrology 

was first met with 

incomprehension in Görlitz. 

After all, I was now allowed 

to hire expensive voice-over 

artists from Berlin. On the 

side, I filmed on behalf of 

the t h e a t r e , 

accompanied the 

Philharmonic with the 

camera at concerts in the 

Oberlau- sitz. I produced an 

image video for the 

application to become the 

European Capital of 

Culture. One week after the 

city lost the race against Es- 

sen and the entire Ruhr 

region, the company kicked 

me out. I used the court-

awarded severance pay to 

produce a three-language 

DVD version of the finally 

c o m p l e t e d  film 

"AstroEuros". 

Starting in the fall. 
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to Warsaw, a dyna- 
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mical, cosmopolitan city, free of provincial resentment. At Studio Mi- niatur 

Filmowych they had just released 'Syn gwiazd', an animated version of Oscar 

Wilde's story 'The Star Child'. They are currently producing an animation series. 

The protagonist is a stargazer. 

Working in a team with 

real professionals, I was 

finally able to breathe again. I 

ventured a new attempt at my 

book project, researched at 

the Frontex headquarters in 

Warsaw, among other places. 

I still stick to the screenplay 

version. But as a frame 

s t o r y , I'm inventing the 

correspondence of a cranky 

Brit named Pierwater with a 

pensio- n a t e d  secret 

service man from old 

communist times. 

I worked intensively on 

the new text, laughing my 

head off at the built-in 

curiosities. I feverishly 

awaited the reaction of a test 

reader. The gaunt old man 

had to emigrate from the 

GDR to Poland at the 

beginning of the 60s. 
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set Auschwitz literature. His verdict was scathing, I was devastated. Only a letter 

that arrived from Dresden eight months later saved me from my agony: 

This old gentleman, 

once chairman of the 

Saxon Writers' 

Association, healed my 

sore heart. Simply great, 

how he mirrored my 

literary intentions, 

clever and respectful. 

From a Polish point of 

view, the Germans are 

called 'Niemcy', the 

mute ones. This may 

refer to the terseness and 

gruffness of the border 

dwellers. Dresdeners, on 

the other hand, are 

chatty in an a m i a b l e  

way. 
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2007 
 

It took a whole year, a lot of money and energy to enter the film in independent 

festivals worldwide. Highlights were the festival participation in England and two 

festival awards from the USA. I was especially happy about the star bust of "The 

Accolade" from Los Angeles. It comes from the same manufacture that made the 

Oscar... 

puts. 

Otherwise: 

nothing but expenses. 

Just as a decade earlier 

with the historical 

book, AstroEuros 

finds no proper film 

distribution. 

 

I feel more strongly 

than ever that I've only 

been able to say a 

fraction of what's 

inside me with the 

film. But I hate the 

thought of pushing 

ahead with the risky 

novel project. 
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Lousy job in a call centre in Görlitz - until a girl in an Indian dress prances in, sits 

down next to me and opens the website of the cosmic city 'Auro- ville'. She brings 

back memories of my half-brother's travelogues, back in the 70s. I soothe rape 

traumas she brought back - now in the 2000- ers - from the Indian old hippie new 

age commune. 

I translate scripts, dub animated films into various European languages, play 

summer theatre at the Untermarkt again and almost die when my yogini moves to 

London and Goa. 
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2008 
 

On New Year's Eve, a Polish karaoke 

singer kisses me awake. She'll be 

doing the same for the next 12 years. 

I am hesitantly tinkering with the 

fourth version of the novel, expanding 

the literary without detaching myself 

from the film plot. Basically, the plot 

has been overtaken by current events. 

The pulsating post-reunification Berlin 

of the 1990s no longer exists. After a 

month of writing attempts, I put this 

approach on hold. In a university 

project I edit and typeset a socio-

pedagogical textbook. The narrowness 

of the small town crushes me. 

I'm moving to Munich, and until the summer I'll be running the video studio of 

an off-theatre in the Kultfabrik at the Ostbahnhof. No provincial fug that disturbs 

my astroma- cke. On the contrary: the theater director loves the art of the stars. 

Almost every day, actors call me for their planetary constellations. I do a lot of 

good casting films. 

In the summer it's over, I have to return to Görlitz. There, an emeritus police 

professor rescues me from the provincial depression. He gets me a job as a video 

journalist for artists in Upper Lusatia. 
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2009 
 

Filming with artists from Upper 

Lusatia makes me believe again 

that I can be creative - even if it 

doesn't bring enough money for a 

living at first. Three months in 

Nuremberg to learn web design 

from scratch. The Literaturhaus 

there offers courses in creative 

writing. A fuzzy, pseudo-esoteric 

method that's sure to be used by 

therapists. 

peutic benefit. However, this does not help to get a stalled novel project back on 

track. 

Back in Görlitz 

follows an 

elaborate relaunch 

of the o w n  

website and that of 

the Kunstverein, 

with embedding 

of the o w n  films, 

honored in the 

following year by 

the Robert Bosch 

Foundation. 
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2010 
 

In a Zittau media company I created 

under catastrophic conditions - but still 

- a lot of video films. First there are 

cinema trailers, which go to various 

regional cable stations throughout 

Germany. Then come weekly horoscope 

videos for German and Polish cable 

stations. 

I write the interpretive texts. As 

Stellarius' is spoken into the camera by 

someone from Görlitz, as 'Madame 

Stella' a friend from Zgorzelec in the 

Polish translation. 

Finally, the Zittau company wants 

literature and film reviews as video. 

Every week I read a dozen books, 

review them and talk about it into the 

camera. At the Frankfurt Book Fair, I get 

hold of a copy of the Limited Ballantine's 

Bestseller Edition for my boss, who 

doesn't like to read: a whiskey bottle 

hidden under the book cover. 
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2011 
 

Further, weekly horoscope and literary films and movie previews sent for free to 

all sorts of cable stations. Ultimately, the pro- ject will not pay off for the company. 

Always- 

I've read tons of thrillers, even audiobooks. 

Emotional coaching for the novel project. I 

spend the whole summer in Dresden, 

learning architecture and 3D design at a 

software company. Technically, it's a huge 

c h a l l e n g e  and I can only implement it 

in a few videos. 

But I'm using the time in Dresden to scour the city with a view to relaunching 

my novel project. I'm tempted to adapt the Saxon Pla- nenspiele, which I touched 

on in my reference book, into fiction. 
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2012 

 
The fifth novel version was given the title 'The Astrologer'. Everything revolved 

around the question of how I could completely transform the original theme of the 

film into the crime genre. After six months, I let it go. A good friend, au- tor and 

theatre director, suggested that the characters Lilith and Chiron might have 

exhausted themselves, I should dare a new beginning with completely new 

characters. 

I need time to 

t h i n k  about it, 

continue to make 

small horoscope, ci- 

novor review and lite- 

rature videos, shoot 

larger congress 

documentaries. 

Finally the sixth 

Novel version with two new main characters, whereby I draw on my own 

e x p e r i e n c e s  for the first time. After two months I break off because my 

narrative style is too forced and judgmental. I retreat to the vicarage of a good 

friend who combines his Christianity with astrology, near Luther's city of 

Wittenberg, and write off my personal bitterness. Shortly thereafter, I begin video 

work for a famous family psychologist, documenting large congresses in Europe, 

Mexico and Russia. It's a good i n s p i r a t i o n , was sectarian and star cult 

concerned. In the end I end the collaboration because his esoteric business distracts 

me too much from the further development of the novel project. 
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2013 
 

In the seventh version of the novel I am not quite sure how far I should incorporate 

my own e x p e r i e n c e s .  During software and video work in southern 

Germany, Austria and Switzerland, I 

I get many inspirations 

from there. There 

esotericism is more alive, 

was not destroyed by the 

propaganda of historical 

materialism, as it is still 

felt in the former Eastern 

Bloc. Unfortunately, as 

soon as I reach Görlitz, the 

i n s p i r i n g  

environment disappears. 

Some older artists who 

held their own in GDR 

times, 

As soon as I look in the 

novel at my time in Berlin, 

Hamburg, Bremen and 

Bonn, I become wistful and fall into reactive depression. Of course, there are some 

older artists here in Görlitz who are tolerant and understand my struggle for 

creativity. But there is no circle of writers here that could support me. I break off 

this attempt. 

Almost all the places that appear in the novel I had travelled to since the early 

80s: Stonehenge, Carnac, Puy de Dome and Callanish, arte e astrologia in northern 

Italy, 
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Tycho Brahe's Venus Island, astronomical medieval clocks like the one in St. Mary's 

Church in Rostock, the legendary astrology world congresses in Lucerne, Zurich 

and Prague, planetary paths all over Europe, from the 2000s onwards cult sites in 

Greece. 

Now, from 2013, occasional video jobs also brought me to Hotel Europa in 

Irkutsk, for example, which finds its place in the book. I was constantly taking 

notes, researching and reading books about writing, but without taking up the pen 

myself. 

I only did this when it came to scripts. In the next three years I realized a total 

of 162 philosophical educational films and sketches in Görlitz with co-authors, 

amateur actors and helpers. I practiced conveying historical and complex content 

to an audience. 

wider audience. 

As far as the novel was 

concerned, I abandoned all 

exploratory writing and 

concentrated on finding a 

structure. Oh yes, as much as 

I cursed provincial Görlitz, in 

the meantime there were 

more and more older people 

here who encouraged me and 

coached me. 

I bought the expensive, 

cumbersome, poorly docu- 

mentated, often crashing 

Papyrus Author software that 

I've been working with ever 

since. The 
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Focus was on finding a reasonable structure, a marketable genre, developing the 

plot. 

The working title of this interim project was 'Gorbachev's Astrology'. From 

then on I met monthly with a police professor who was working on a scientific 

treatise about the Soviet General Secretary. At first, all I really did was whine to 

him and others about how I was completely incapable of writing entertaining 

fiction. 

Then I decide to have the historic Dresden planetary festivals of 1719 re-

enacted, within a week. This combined with a trip to astrological sites in Europe. 

Scultetus and Evis are created, Max is a dreamy philosophy student in this version. 

 

Stopover after filming in Munich. 

Brainstorming with an 

astrologically skilled amateur 

actress. I'll never get the book 

published without a crime or 

thriller genre. What if I make Max 

a police student? Good idea, she 

thinks. Call the tenured police 

professor. Okay! In Görlitz he 

gives me a tour of the Saxon 

police academy. 
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2014 
 

For the turn of the year to the Valle Gran 

Rey of the hippie island Gomera. My old 

drinking and smoking buddies from Berlin 

were drinking and smoking until late at 

night. When they were asleep, I got up and 

wrote. Six o'clock on the beach and rocks 

for Vipassana meditation. Breakfast in the 

café, wake up my buddies, go to the beach, 

scream again, go to bed early. 

It is unimportant that none of them 

e v e r  wrote books. What mattered was 

the lively and open atmosphere they 

created. Nothing derogatory, no bashing of 

the subject of astrology or my unusual 

aspirations to become a writer. 

In March with an Englishman from 

Breslau to Krakow. A good friend, a 

m u s i c i a n . I gave him the synopsis. The 

plot's not right. What do I do with festival 

director? "Kill me," he said. I did. 

In Peterstraße in Görlitz I cleared a 

wall and visualized the structure. 

Whenever I got stuck, I found my way 

back to myself via musical instruments. 

Afterwards a complete draft. 
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I needed to be noticed in all of this. My muse, for whom German is the foreign 

language of a near and at the same time distant country, observes all this with 

wonder and a pleasant skepticism. 

There was feedback on the new script from a police professor who was 

working on a huge academic treatise, from a churchman in the nearby Oberland 

who tirelessly wrote thick books and plays, and from a friend in far-off Switzerland 

whose literary work I accompanied for over two decades. 
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2015 
 

You have to make a living on the 

side. The interim projects with the 

Philoso- phiewerkstatt came to an 

end. The sectarian nature of the 

congress documentations for the 

Süddeutsche distracted me too much 

from developing the novel. It was not 

enough to live on old software provi- 

s i o n s  and occasional 

commissioned vi- deos. I wrote until 

the end of the summer, then went to 

the employment office in search of a 

job. My money would have lasted 

another three months. But I couldn't 

have finished it by then, even under 

pressure. A good friend in 

Switzerland, a fortune teller, told me 

I didn't have enough love in my heart 

to write the book really well ... 

In spring I had gone to Dresden 

to visit an acquaintance from 

Gomera. I had to 

talk to a big city person again, free from the scissors in her head, from self-

censorship and muteness, from social control. I text them for a whole day without 

letting them get a word in edgewise. So et- 
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which is especially possible in Saxony, where people are still receptive, can actively 

resonate, so that the tongue loosens as if by itself. 

I talked and she drew. Painted symbols and words and squiggles on a leaf with 

colored pens, took a second one when it was full, and continued. It had long since 

grown dark when I left, taking the colored sheets with me. I have been guided by 

them ever since. I think in pictures, translate them into language when I write. 

There were a few versions this year. The structure was refined. In between two 

month break for research and secondary literature. Shortly before Christmas, the 

seventh version is finished. 539 pages, with which I am not at all satisfied. 
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2016 
 

Over the turn of the year, I go to Mallorca, to a curious, quirky hotel at the end of 

the island. I walk by the sea at sunrise. Write after breakfast. I go to the harbour for 

weight training. Take the lap top to the bar in the afternoon. Sink into bed 

exhausted after dinner. Eighth draft goes out to a series of test readers at the end of 

January. Once again I can get the old writer in Dresden to give me feedback, see 

below. 

Then the new bread and butter job at the railways begins. Some pretty rough 

workmates. Huge change. An intellectual among workers: Sometimes there's tough 

bullying. But I'm out in the open. In wind and weather. 

the 

glowing, 

the heat 

and

 ...an

d s e v e r e  

cold. 

No longer 

confined 

within four 

walls. 

A thousand 

different 

environme

nts for 

writing 
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on the laptop. 

Either I take notes or I read secondary literature or I write to scene directly in 

the project file. That's how it will be for the next few years. Most of the time, there's 

too little time at a stretch to really get involved in novel development. The 

continuity of my storytelling breaks down. Only years later do work-free phases 

arise, and I can retreat to the university library for longer periods of time and patch 

together the fragments. 

To get back into writing this summer, I'm documenting all my worries and 

fears with this project. The basic question that arises once again for me is the 

attitude of the narrator. I have to simultaneously be very close to the le- ser and 

have enough distance from the subject so that I am not blocked by negative 

memories. A serene narrative stance requires that you reconcile yourself with your 

own life. 

There was a considerable amount of feedback, and I was particularly touched 

by the conversation with an old secret service man. The man had hosted the last 

SED General Secretary and an agent of the GDR Foreign Intelligence Service in 

Görlitz. 

He read the almost 600 pages of the draft novel within a week and got to the 

heart of the story. For a marketable thriller, I had to concentrate on the main 

characters and let astrology flow in as if it were incidental. This was my main 

concern in the years that followed. 

A former functionary of the real-socialist cultural establishment, on the other 

hand (he, too, read the script within a short time), reminded us that every life is 

unique, that the artist is not obliged to anyone. Moreover, it was the task of 

literature to represent the invisible, the thought and the felt. I was taken aback by 

his reaction. The high standard struck me to the core. Should I disregard all the 

objectives of the literary business just to remain true to myself? 
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2017 
 

Ninth draft: To explain the background biographies of the characters, I had 

included a lot of flashbacks, which slowed down the pace. For such inherently dry 

topics as astrology and Eurocurrency, deadly if you want to write a thril- ler. 

Tenth version: The small subchapters get place and time indications. This 

creates orientation and reminds us again and again with which data astrology 

works. The script is enriched with ever new details. 

I sent my first astrology teacher, an Austrian, to whom I had shown the film 

script in the south of France, the rough draft of the film to his house in Bulgaria. A 

few weeks later I received an e-mail with the subject "Car- lotta Piacelli sends her 

regards". I had invented the lady and had her murdered on the advice of an 

Englishman! 

Eleventh draft: I shorten long dialogues in the opening chapter, put flashbacks 

further back and incorporate them into dialogues. I'm forever tinkering with the 

requirement i n  literary advice books to fit a key scene like murder into the first 

three pages. Other changes to increase the suspense force 
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...to me. To rebuild the construction of the novel again and again. 

Since the conclusion of the novel project is delayed, I am moving the actual plot 

forward three years to the turn of the year 2019/2020, i.e. exactly to the tercentenary 

of the Dresden Planetary Festival of 1719. Evi's age must remain at 17 (not yet of 

age), but Max, whose birth is firmly anchored in the plot construction in the year of 

the fall of the Berlin Wall, 1989/1990, thus becomes three years older. 

The whole of the following versions I am busy readjusting the plot in time. In 

the background of the novel 'The Astrologer' exact horo-scope data and 

astronomical constellations play a major role. Connoisseurs of astrology will find 

this a pleasure to follow. At the same time, the reader-laity should not be deprived 

of the pleasure of reading. A balancing act! 

And so it takes forever to align the various events and storylines. Fortunately I 

have time to let the script ferment properly. As the saying goes: 'Anyone who can't 

wait a hundred years in Görlitz is considered a hectic person'. 

In autumn the final proofreading (it's more like feedback) comes from Bulgaria. 

This old Austrian astrologer has fortunately remained a hippie, a true artist. He has 

a sense of humour, unlike most of the established astrologers in Germany today, 

and appreciates my collegial nest-beating. 
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2018 
 

Twelfth draft, after many more months of research and study of secondary 

literature regarding novel writing. To increase the pace, I incorporate parallel 

montages, as well as numerous details. Writing in a drafty hotel in Mallorca in 

February. For a friend who has travelled there and other test readers, the novel has 

become more confusing, not more exciting. 

In the thirteenth version, written there, allow me one last time to include a lot 

of de-tailed information on astrology. Finally, the title of the novel 

"The Astrologer." So it's fair to assume that, although it's a thriller, readers will be 

interested in the profession. To compensate, for the first time I'm concentrating on 

the characters instead of the plot, incorporating details like 'car quartet'. In general, 

I'm now concentrating entirely on the characters for the first time: Evi and Max as 

two narrators who surround the main character. 

I have a whole lot of conflicting goals to resolve. What am I covering? A 

murder story? That's too trivial. About the cultural phenomenon of astrology. A 

world worth telling, after all. 

But in the age of smartphone thumb-waving, who still wants to get involved in 

longer treatises? About the euro, about Europe and the lack of a pan-European 

identity, different socialization biographies in the FRG and GDR using the example 

of Max and Evi? About the fascination and simultaneous perversion of esotericism? 
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On the one hand, I really want to get the book published by a major publisher. On 

the other hand, I must not deny what I actually have to say. The fourteenth version 

is a last attempt to keep the long passages on astro- logy. I compress them, at the 

same time letting myself go deeper into the protagonis- 

... 

About the narrative perspective: After the attempt to work with inner 

dialogues proved unsuitable years ago, I finally decided on a cinematic 

representation. Show, don't tell. I carefully check again and again that my 

protagonists have no thoughts of their own running through their heads. This must 

show in their gestures, statements and actions. In addition, the plot is told in 

person, alternately from the point of view of Max and Evi. Only in the opening 

scene and the last two chapters do they experience the same thing. For the majority 

of the novel, they are separated, their r e s p e c t i v e  narratives reflecting their 

very own characters. 

The prologue serves as a parenthesis, ironically emphasizing that the 

subsequent narrative is based on fictitious factual reports. Strictly speaking, the 

action should have taken place in the past tense. Finally, the prologue indicates that 

what follows has already happened. And finally, the past t e n s e  is standard in 

serious literature, in Britain a condition of being taken seriously. There have been 

seemingly endless discussions about this with an English friend. 

It remains with presence and cinematic narrative. Both are nowadays 

established in successful literature by and for younger people, see 'Tribute of 

Panem' by the US-American Suzanne Collins. Her dystopia describes, in my 

opinion, the youth against an established, gerontocratic system, in a way a 

foreshadowing o f  Fridays for Future. It has become increasingly important to me 

to reach young people with the narrative style. 
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On dealing with conspiracy theories: When I designed the feature film 

Sternenzauber/AstroEuros at the end of the 90s, the US political thriller 'The Three 

Days of the Condor' was my model. Left-liberal enlightenment will in the sign of 

Watergate and CIA intelligence operations to overthrow the democratically elected 

president in Chile. After the turn of the millennium, when I was busy with the 

post-production of my film, the genre changed. The internet was spreading 

abstruse conspiracy films... 

with right-wing extremist, often anti-

Semitic overtones. At the time of the 

novel's development, when fake 

news spread en masse via the 

smartphone and successfully 

contributed to the rise of reactionary 

political currents, the genre changed 

from enlightenment to 

d i s i n f o r m a t i o n . This became 

clear to me at the latest when a 

horoscope customer in Görlitz said 

that she also read astrology books, 

preferably from the Kopp publishing 

house. 

What to do in order not to be 

taken over by the neo-Nazi press? In 

earlier drafts, I countered this by 

giving the Dresden Antifa movement 

more space. But this seemed cheap. 
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The novel is deliberately brushed against the grain, depicting a young, a wild 

Dresden, a European community that celebrates the belief in the stars there, 

strikingly, with great festivities. I don't want to nostalgically dress up the vanished 

East in the style of Uwe Tell- kamp, nor do I want to paint a picture of a Saxon 

'Dunkeldeutschland' as a well-behaved do-gooder - although many a young author 

is hyped by established Western publishers for precisely this reason. 

I want to ironically break through the social scenario, elevate it, b r i n g  i t  

t o  a  h e a d . Not only astrology, but also Westerners and Easterners, right-wing 

and left-wing conspiracy theorists. A smiling look at the spirit of the times. 

It seems to do Max in Roman a world of good to put the dry, sparse words of 

an Upper Lusatian into his mouth, the terse language - which, by the way, is much 

more difficult to formulate than the chatter of Evi, who wants nothing more than to 

finally come to the West. 

 

Otherwise in the fourteenth and later fifteenth version: the attempt to g e t  close to 

the characters as a personal narrator in the style of Henry James. Red herrings, i.e. 

false tracks are laid in order to take away the foreseeable from the story. The (new) 

death of Uromi creates more emotional attachment of the reader. According to the 

test readers, this was successful. In general, the logic became more coherent, some 

characters and subplots were merged, parallel montages were resolved, the text 

became more readable - at least that's what I think. 

 

The first attempt to give the draft of the novel to an editor fails grandiosely. In 

return for a chunk of money, she writes a listless text, isn't even ashamed to 

mention that she simply s k i m m e d  over two entire chapters - and wonders 

about an ending that surprises her. At least that. 
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I want to keep writing until the end of the year. Comfort a work colleague and 

a landlady who have to mourn deaths. Plant a wooden cross in Buchenwald. 

Respect for a grandfather who once perished there. Comfort a polni- 

I take candles to her 

grave, I make donations 

to the priest... Get a long-

term lethal blood 

diagnosis, have to go to 

the CT scanner. 

Suing a bankruptcy 

lawyer who embezzled 

my trust f u n d .  End up 

with more paperwork, 

dealing with lawsuits far 

into the future. Learn that 

my eldest's death was 

concealed from me, and 

her grave. Decide to go 

on living anyway, finish 

the damn book and find a 

really good publisher 

who knows how to 

market it. 
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2019 
 

Swimming through the flood of court files, death protocols, survival attempts and 

so on, I reach the triangular house of a deceased writer friend in Switzerland, take a 

seat at his desk. 

Instead of gaining new 

strength through the Ge- nius 

Loci Magi, I waste my time 

fooling around, looking at 

navels and licking wounds. At 

least I'm being branded by a 

w i c k e d  witch. What she 

tattoos on me is a 20-year-old 

sun symbol. The painter Lorenzo 

Gori once designed it for my 

planetary model that would 

span all of Potsdam. 

 

It's been my logo ever since. And 

now it hangs on my neck. So that 

my little daughter, buried in the 

forest, has a place and at the 

same time I am reminded not to 

forget art. 
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Sometimes I manage to cheat the devil. I now have more time for the novel at my 

railway job, writing on the night shift at the railway gate in Thuringia, on assembly 

in Hesse, after the security guard assignment in the Goethe city of Weimar, quite 

comfortably in an ultra-modern American design villa. I take my time to develop a 

liking for the characters in the novel. 

General decisions after many alternatives have been tried: To stick with 

narrative tense presence, historical subjects in past tense. Thus the 

The 'boring' subject of esotericism is given the necessary impetus. Narrative 

perspective: semi-personal and cinematic, each from the perspective of Max or Evi, 

b u t  without their inner dialogues. After all, wrestling for a young reading public, 

doesn't want to win the Georg Büchner Prize. 

 

Starting in the fall, there 

are non-working weeks 

where I can work full 

time in the college 

library. Very good 

atmosphere. 

The historical as- 

trology passages are, as 

far as they cannot be 

integrated directly into 

the crime s t o r y ,  

strongly shortened or 

deleted. Less cautionary 

astrology. 

gy! For this, quiet phases of breathing are built in. 
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2020 

 

On the night when the actual novel 

ends, I spontaneously decide to 

finalize this version and put ten test 

reader's copies into print. They don't 

contain this epilogue. Only the text 

of the novel has to work. The story of 

its development should not influence 

the test reader reviews. 

Important: I want to publish 

under pseudo- nym, not show 

myself as an author in public. This 

has its reasons. Only a few selected 

people receive the afterword printed 

here. 

From mid-January onwards, the 

first feed- backs, combined with 

sometimes very long conversations, 

in which the readers tell me about 

the characters and worlds that had 

previously only existed in my 

mind's  eye. 

 

Frank from Görlitz compares the novel with a fir tree, which is decorated so much 

that the trunk and branches are hardly recognizable. The core of the plot should be 

more prominent, recapitulation phases should be built in, 
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in which that is summarized up to now again. Not motivated why Max races so 

much and breaks cars (snow pile scene). Explain more clearly his Af- ghanistan 

syndrome and that he panics (and tinnitus) under stress, all this without the 

influence of drugs. Street fight on Marstag: Unbelievable that on the other side of 

the Elbe the party goes on undisturbed. After all, the GDR was anti-fascist, 

Braunsonn's Nazi allusions would offend East German readers. The military ranks 

did not correspond exactly to the NVA. Maybe turn all these scenes into a dream 

sequence? The consequence would be a complete reconstruction of the plot, 

because too many protagonists and plot elements from there influence the progress 

of the story. It would also remain unexplained how things would ultimately 

continue in Dresden after the plot had been concluded at the ECB in Dresden. The 

end of the novel in India, a single peace-joy-egg-cake? Reduce or explain subplots 

like those of the twins and the anarchists from Leipzig, who appear unexplained in 

India. Justify why Ruimte was able to divert the money from Frontex. Polish 

gibberish too much. The horoscope lineup at the ECB was disappointing, the 

supporting role of the Chinese with his career from noodle cook to corporate CEO 

not explained, nor his connection to the North Korean, the Dutch, Frontex and Euro 

rescue. How can Scultetus think/walk/meditate so clearly despite gin consumption 

in El Hierro? Is he an astrological genius or just a phony who uses things he picked 

up from his father for his playboy adventures in East Berlin? Frank would have 

liked to learn more about astrology in the novel. There, too much expert 

knowledge is assumed, basic information for laymen (zodiac signs etc.) is missing. 

Ines von der Zeitung is irritated in the opening sequence by the lack of a narrator... 

order of the dialogues. The scene in the baking trolley needs to be described more 

precisely. The description 'night' is sufficient, 'pitch black' is superfluous. And 

eroticism is over-described. 
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Michael returns the book to me 

without written notes. He read it 

through in four days. It was exciting 

and coherent. He didn't understand 

certain astrological details, and that's 

why he 

...read right over it. There the readers would have to be caught up. It would be 

good if explanatory parts for laymen were included here via Evi. Arabesques like 

the Mama twins scene stood too separately. 

Reinhard, on the other hand, working in southern Germany, does not want to 

see eroticism cut at all. And as for astrology, he warns against bringing more into 

it. To read the book, he says, you have to engage in a certain 'paranoia' (he 

probably means sensitive relationship mania). But please, no more astro. Otherwise 

the book would get a sectarian character. Further: The character of the Austrian 

remains too pale in general. Max should be involved in fight scenes as a 

bodyguard, for example in Prague, so that he doesn't seem too ridiculous. As far as 

the construct of the EU is concerned, more reference should be made to the 

Freemasonry o f  its origins. And in general: the reason for Scultetus' travels seems 

completely unmotivated. If he wants to find financially potent Euro-savers, there 

must be economic-political discussions about it at the meetings in the Czech 

Republic, the Canary Islands, Turkey, Italy, Switzerland, France, Scotland and 

Denmark/Sweden. Why should millionaires who believe in astrology put their 

money into a bankrupt euro, into this financial bubble that may soon burst, this 

fictitious money system? Accordingly, the final evening at the ECB must be 

constructed- u a l l y ,  where astrology and money come together for the last time, 

what a significant role the Chinese has. Fù bùguò sāndài: Three generations each 

bring through wealth. It is also not entirely clear to what extent the legendary 

Gorbat- shov formula has an influence on this. It should also be mentioned that 

Rein- 
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hard has meticulously proofread the entire book page by page. I find spelling, 

grammar and style notes on almost every page, extremely valuable for the final 

version! 

Wolfgang in Rhineland-Palatinate thinks I should take my time for the final 

version. My idiosyncratic narrative style has a unique character and should not be 

deauthenticated (he can't find another word) by any correction work/annotations. 

Kristian from the university library is so confused after 50 pages that he wants 

to break off. I ask him to start again from the beginning and mark the 

corresponding passages. After the clever feedback of the extremely educated 

Reinhard and the request of Wolfgang to stay true to myself, the old panic rises 

again in me that my book is too special and not suitable for a large audience, 

although I have been trying for years. Since shortening is no longer possible 

without damaging the delicate plot construction, I will have to include longer 

passages of calm and reflection to keep simpler readers coming back on board. 

Gaby at the station café devoured the book in two and a half days, couldn't 

stop, always wanted to know what happened next. To her, I definitely achieved my 

goal of writing a suspenseful thriller. Except for my penchant for nested sentences, 

she has no complaints. In any case, she wants me to maintain my original narrative 

style. And she thinks the drawings in the book are great. 

Siggi in Ruhland reads a lot, but this book confuses him too much. He breaks 

off the test reading. In conversation it turns out that he feels united by astrology. 

An important clue that reminds me, in the 'Journey of the Hel- din' Evi builds up 

resistance before she dives fully into the adventure. She must find all the astro-

belief too much on the very first night. She has to express this in the email to Max, 

who urges her to leave the whole thing alone. 
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He asks her to stay at the festival for a week, because he needs her there to find out 

what this ominous old man is all about (in whom he suspects his mother's 

murderer). 

Lektorin Petra in Vienna gives critical comments on the opening passage. 

Sculptor Almut in Schleswig-Holstein, a good old friend, finds mei- 

I love your style. Just don't change anything too specific about the as- trology. 

Roland, the old Görlitz city archivist, corrects spelling mistakes. 

Markus from the literature group can only read 50 pages at a time, half as 

much as he usually manages in one piece, because the text is too complicated for 

him and requires too much specialist knowledge of astrology. He constantly 

stumbles over the foreign-language words because he understands neither French 

nor Polish. He writes many little comments in the text, some of which I will 

probably take into account. Den- nor: 'The Astrology' is written on the cover. So 

interest in astrology may be pre-supposed. After many enthusiastic feedbacks of 

educated readers and the admonition to just stick to my very own style, I won't 

break the thril- l e r  down to a low reader level now. 

Heike in Hochkirch is overwhelmed by the book, thinks it is too bombastic. 

A young basement is supposed to be an avid reader, turns out to be an envious 

obstructionist who creates writer's block. An espresso restaurant chef saves me. 

The final deciding factor before I go on the trip is his boss, the café owner. 

Years ago I hired him, in front of and behind the camera. Now I could learn 

something from him: correct the narrative perspective a little here and there so that 

the reader keeps his bearings, that's all. A great tip that worked wonders for the 

revision! 

From mid-February to mid-March, at the casArte artists' house on El Hier- ro, I 

worked through the countless text reader feedbacks in the eighteenth version, 

simplifying, bundling, and creating structural clarity. After that, thanks to Corona, 

I had a lot of time on my hands, 
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to go through the whole manuscript 

again thoroughly, to refine the style. 

As a test reader I chose one of my 

'bad' Polish daughters, who 

fortunately can't defend herself in the 

women's prison against the d a i l y  

onslaught of my reading samples. 

At the beginning of May I created 

the ninth version, in which I went 

through the whole script again, 

corrected the very last mistakes and 

printed it out on standard pages. I 

handed this version over to an 

experienced editor and gave him time 

to read it, revised it according to his 

suggestions and had the final version 

proposed to three publishers. At the 

end of September I gave the 

Script of a frahlingin in Berlin, in November via a lite- rature critic friend of a 

publisher's editor. No positive feedback at the end of December. Further agents 

and publishers. Six months to wait - otherwise BOD. 

In the meantime, I worked on "Die Herzheilerin und andere Grausam- keiten", 

the follow-up thriller. In case I don't find a publisher right away with my first ro- 

man, which is very complexly constructed, I will approach publishers with it. 

Again, it centers on a young, u n c o n v e n t i o n a l  pair of private investigators 

from East Germany. This time the thriller is set in the esoteric milieu: naturopathy, 

wellness and murdering, crazy healers. 
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2021 
 

Gundula Bacquet, brilliant editor in Frankfurt/Main, and Moritz Manuel Michel, 

brilliant audio book narrator from Dresden, deliver the baby. Thank you! 
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